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JOBAH CTEPHUJA IIOIIOBU'h
1806 — 1856.

Poljen je y Bpmuy 1806. roguse. FberoBa Majka Jynujana, yrioensa u
momToBana rpaljanka Bpmma, Owra je khu mnossaror cinmkapa Huxome
Hemxosuha. ITomrro cy y baHary cimkape 3Bajldi MoJlepHMa, OHa je 3a
Bpmuane uwuTaBor XHMBOTa Omna mosHaTHja Kao Jyma MomepoBa. Hamumax
Crepuja mo6uo je mo oy CTepuju, TPropiy, KOjH je [0 HAIIMOHATHOCTH OHO
I'px-ITuanapusa. ¥V Bpman ¢y ra 6wy JoBeNW TProBadykW IOCIOBH, Ty c€
0JKEHHO M IPU3ETHO.

Jom op HajpaHujer AeTHICTBA, JOBaH je 60 KpXKOr 37paBiba U ciade
TeslecHe KoHCTUTYIHje. Huje ce yKIbyYnBao y Jiedje urpe ¥ HecTalulyke, Ia je
roJVHe MPEIMIKOICKOT y3pacTa JOCIOBHO IIPOBOAMO Y3 Majky. On me je
HACJeIWo W3BaHpeqHy Moli 3amaxkama, YJBYAHOCT, YPEAHOCT M OATrOBOPHOCT
mpeMa cBemy u mpema cBakome. Mimao je mmabher 6para Bopba, koju ra je
HapKuBeo — yMpo je 1870. romune. Byayhu na a1 Bophe Hu JoBan HUCY MMany
nopoza, hophe je muxoy mopoxugHy kyhy y Bpury, y Hemocpeanoj 6muzuHu
CabopHe IpKBE, TECTAMEHTOM 3aBEMTao IIpaBOCITaBHO] IPKBEHO] OIMITUHH
Bpmar, kxao 3axyx0uHy "3a momoh cprckux haka npagocnasHe Bepe".

IllxonoBame je Jopam 3amodeo y pomaoM Bpmmy. Ty je 3aBpmmo
OCHOBHY IIKOIY M HmKy rumuasujy. I1IkoroBao ce ca mpexkuammMa, jep je orai
Beh Taja XTeo 1a ra yk/bydd y CBOje TProBadke IIOCIOBe. JoBaH ce TOMeE
IPOTHBHO, jep cBOjy OyayHHOCT HHje BHIEO y TProBadKoj JeNaTHOCTH, Beh y
JaJbeM y4ewy M 00pa3oBarmy. JOII y HIDKOj TUMHA3HjU IIOCTA0 j€ CTPACTBEHH
KBUrosby6an. Yurao je u yuro He camo Jamy, Beh u Holly, gecTo kpujyhu ce ox
ora. Majka je HampacHo ymprna 6am y BpeMe Kaja ce OIyYHBaJi0 O HaCTaBKY
BErOBOT IIKOJIOBAK-a, IIa jeé MOpao Ja ce OKO Tora caM M300pH ca CTpOruM
oLeM, KOj¥ ce HUKAaKO HUje MUPHO Ca MHUIIBY Ja My CHH Hehie OMTH momMohHMK
M HACJIEJJHUK Y TPTrOBUHH.

Bumy mxony je 3aspmuo y TemumBapy u Ilemrw, a mpaBa y
Kexmapoky — ucropujckoM rpamuhly y CioBa4koj, Ha HCTOYHUM IafiHaMa
Bucoxux Tatpm, Koju je Taja 6v0 3HadYajaH KyITypHA M O0Opa3oBHH IEHTap.
Ilocie CBpIICHHX CTY/Hja IpaBa K MOJNI0KEHOT aBOKATCKOT MCIKTa, Bpaha ce y
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Bpman rme om 1830. roaumme mpemaje IATHHCKM je3WK y IIPUBATHO]
HOJIyTUMHA3KjH, a 1836. 3amoumme agBOKaTCKy mpakcy. Pamom y amBokaTypu
Huje 6mo 3agososkaH. JKemeo je nma mpelie y Kuexesuny Cp6ujy. O Tome
ceetoun jemHo mucMo Byky Credanosuhy Kaparymhy jom m3 1832. rogune. V
OBOM TMCMY OH Moy Byka Ja ra mocaBeTyje 0 TOM€ W YKOIHKO je IMOTpeGHO
Ipenopyqd ra BnactuMa y KuexeBuHu.

Crepmja ce 26. asrycra 1840. romuHe npumjaBibyje Ha KOHKypC 3a
npodecopa npaBa Ha HOBOOCHOBAaHOM IIPABHHUYKOM OJIEJbEEY KParyjeBadkor
Jluneja. Jla Cpbuja Tana Huje MMana COICTBEH WIKOJIOBAH [IPABHUYKU Kajap U
na je pagyHana Ha Cp6e u3 Yrapcke, mokasyje U jeAHOCTABHA YAEHUIA 1A je
Munwuctaperso npocsere Kuexxepune Cpbuje oBaj KOHKype 00jaBHIIO HE camo
y "Hoeunama cpOckmM”, Beh m y memraHckuM HoBuHama. CaMmo [Ba naHa
nomTo je crurna CTepujuHa IpHjaBa Ha KOHKYpPC, MHHHCTAPCTBO MIPOCBETE ra
4. cenrem0Opa ofaBemTaBa Ja je IpUMIBEH 32 mpodecopa mpasa Ha Jlunejy.
Ilpemopydyeno My je ma y Cpbujy mobe mo 15. cemrem6Gpa. Tako je Jomam
Crepuja Ilonosuh moctao mpodecop mNpBe reHepanuje HAMMX NpPaBHUKA. A
KOJIVKM je 3Ha4aj p>KaBHa BIIACT IIPU/IaBajia BIXOBOM IIKOJIOBAKY, BHAM CE M
0 TOME INTO Cy OHM, IMX JEBETOpUNa Clylnanana Ha IIpaBOCIOBHOM
ozmepemy Jluleja, cBOje MOIyTOAUIIe UCIUTE IIONATAH Y IPUCYCTBY CaMora
kmasza Muxauna O6peHoBuha, 3. ¢ebpyapa 1841. romume. OBa BecT u3
KparyjeBua o6jaBipeHa je Ha IpBOj cTpaHu 3BanmyHUX "HoBuHA cpOCKuX" off
15. debpypa 1841.

V npaMaTHYHHM OKOJIHOCTHMA Koje cy motpeciie CpOujy yjecen 1842.
rouHe, Xajga je CBpPrHyT kHe3 Muxammo OOpeHOBHN, a Ha MPECTO JOBEEH
Anexcannap Kapahophepuh, IlpuBpemena Bmama je 26. okrtoGpa 1842.
nocrasuna Josana Crepwrjy ITomosuha 3a Havennuka MuHHCTapCTBa MPOCEETE.
Omn je oBo mpuxBaTHO Temka cpra. OmMax ce mucMoM obparuo IIpuepeMeHo]
BIagy, Mojehy a ra He MMEHyjy Ha TO MecTo. Buile je BoJeo [a ocTaHe Ha
MecTy npodecopa npapa Ha Jlunejy. Brmama, meljyruM, Huje usmenwna cgoje
pememe, na Crepyja IOCTajeé HAYENIHHWK 3a IIPOCBETY YHYTAp jEIHHCTBEHOT
Mumnucrapcrsa npasocyha u npocsete. Ha gemy oBor Munmcrapcrsa Tanga je
ouo Ilayn Jarkosuh baha (no 23. janyapa 1847), a motom Asekca Jaukosuh (o
10. mapra 1848). Hu jeman Hu Jpyru HUCY Ce NpPEBHINE MEINAIH Y IEIOKPYT
HaYeIHWKa INPOCBETE, Ila Cy TOKOM mecToroummer CTepwjuHOr paga y
JIP)KAaBHOj YIIPaBH H-€IOBE OPraHH3aTOpcKe W pedopMaropcke CIOCOOHOCTH
Joune o IyHOT m3paxaja. Paxm y MuHucTapcTBY IpocBeTe je okoHYao 11.
Mapta 1848. romuse, Kajia je mMogHEo OCTaBKY M y6p30 HamycTHo KHEKEBUHY
Cp6ujy. ‘

Onmax mocne mamymrama Cpbuje, Crepuju je HyheHo Mecto
yopaBHUKa cphckux mkoma y Temumsapy, a 1853. um mecto ympaBHHKa
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Hosocaicke ruMuasnje. Obe mony e je onouo u cBe Ko cMpTH 1856. xuBeo je y
CBOM pOJHOM Bpimmy, MOTIyHO THOBydYeHO, Oasehm ce HCKIBYIHBO
kmwkepHomhy. CaBpeMeHHIMMa HYje MPOMAaKo Ja je IOoCHe MOBparKa W3
Cpbuje 0cTaB/ba0 YTUCAK TOPKO Pa304apaHor T0BEKa.

Mayna je meomosuBy ocTapky moxmery Bmamu Kuexesune CpOuje
dopmManHo 00pa3noKuO HapyINeHWM 3HPAaBCTBEHUM CTameM, IpaBe pasiore
U3HEOo je jequHo y mmcMmy cBoMe Gpary Dopby. Hamme, xama je MuHHCTap
Asexca JanxoBmh 10. Mapra 1848. mojmHeo ocTaBKy, a 32 HOBOI' MUHHCTpa
npassie u mpoceere 6uo mveHoBan CteBan CrepanoBuh Tenka, Ctepuja Huje
JKeJIeo J1a ca BHM panu u capahyje. CMaTpao je 1a je U OH jellaH OJf OHUX KOjU
Cy TOACTHLAIA XajKy NpoTHB mpekocaBckux Cpba y npixaBHOj CiIyxOm y
Kuexepunn. 3ampaBo, Crepuja ce OHO commmapucao ca He3aJ0BOJECTBOM
Anexce Jamkopmha, koju je cmarpao ma Bmama mpehyTHO moapikaBa Xajky
nomutadke rpyne Tome Byunha IMeprmmha npotus Tako3parux "IlIsada" wiu
"Hemadkapa" — Kako Cy IOrpAHO HasuBaHW npeKocaBcku CpOM y JpKaBHOj
ciayx6u Kuexesuue. Ibux je feo jaBHOI MHEHa ONTYXKHBAO Ja Cy HaBOIHO
6UnM 3ay3end CBE BaXKHUje YMHOBHIYKE IOJIOKAje, Ja Cy HAMETAHM CBOje
TIONIUTUYKE U pedopMaTopcke UIeje, a cBe Ha IUTETy OTEYeCTBEHUX CHHOBA,
pohernx u mkonmoBanmx y Cpbujm, Xoju, HaBOAHO, 300T HAJAMEHOr U
MOHOIIOJIMCTHYKOT IOHAINAKka "HeMadkapa" 4ecTo HUCY MOIUIM HU Ja CTyIe Y
JPKaBHY CITyxkO0y.

Hajxpymnuje u Hajtpajumje gocrurayhe Jopana Crepuje Ilomosuha Ha
MecTy HadelHHMKa y MUHHCTapCTBY IpOCBETE jecTe pedopma CpICKOT
[IKOJICTBA, OIH. IIOCTABJbAIb€ Haller TaJallibel OOpa3oBHOI CHCTEMa Ha
MojepHe ocHoBe Tora no6a. IIpu cprckm cBeoOyxBaTaH 3aKOH O HACTaBH Y
mKonaMa "YCTpojeHurje jaBHOT YYMIIMIITHOT ycTpojermja” ox 23. cemrembpa
1844. rogune, y normyHoctH je nemo Joana Crepuje Ilonmosuha. On je ayTop u
CBHX Hapefi0M W YIyTCTaBa O yBolemy Y JKHMBOT M IOTOHOj NPUMEHH OBOra
3akoHa. YcrpojeHujeM cy oOyxsaheHe cBe CEOCKe TPOrOJUIILE M BapOLIKe
4eTBOPOTOJIIIIHE OCHOBHE IIKOIIE, YeTBOPOTOUINILE MOy ruMHasyje y Yauky,
Heroruay u lammy, moTnyHa mectorouuisa I'ivuasnja y Beorpany (y k0joj
Cy ce, ycle/l HemocTojama yYUTelbCKe M BOjHE IIKONe crpemamu ¥ Oymyhu
yauteisu u odunupu). IIpBm myT je yBemeHa M TPOTOAMINEA 3aHATCKO-
TproBayka IIKOJI4, je[JMHA KOja ce MOIJIA 3aBpIIABATH U PEIOBHO M BAHPETHO.
3a cBe OBe IIKOJE, y YCTpojeHHjy Cy NPOMMCAHN IUIAHOBH M IIPOrpamMu
BACITUTHOT M 06pa30BHOT pajia, Kao B Opoj IMOTpeOHMX y4uTe/ba M HACTABHUKA.
Verpojenyje MpoNuCyje ¥ HACTABHE IUIAHOBE BOTOIHUIIELMX CTynHja Ha
JIungejy, KojH je ¥ 1ajbe MMao. 1Ba ofesbea — GrIo30(CKO U MPaBHIKO.

V kynrypHoj mcropmju CpGuje, Crepmja je ocTaBHO RyOOK Tpar
IUTOJHOT KEbYDKEBHMKA. JOII Kao YYeHHK IIHMCAo jeé CTHXOBe, a NpBE IecMe
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mramuao je y TemwmBapy Kao cemaMHaecTorogummak. Iomume 1828. y
Bymumy je o6jaBro mcropujcku poman "Boj Ha Kocosy". Vekopo je Hamucao u
CBOje IPBE TEKCTOBE 3a MO30pHINHE npejicTase. KacHwuje je yriaBHOM HamyCcTHO
CEHTUMEHTATHO POMAHTHYApCKM @paBall M OKPEHyO Ce IHCamy CaThpa.
Hajnosnarmje cy "Jlaxa u mapanaxa”, "Tepauua wm Kup-Jama", "3na xera",
"Tloxongupena Tukea" n "XKenun6a u yman6a". Ilopen micama TeKCTOBa 3a
nosopumHe npezcrase, CTepHja je cacTaB/bao M pemeproap 3a IO30PHIIHE
npyxune y Kparyjesmy m Beorpamy. Iberoea mosmatwja moroma aema cy:
"Cmpt Credana Jleganckor", "Xajaynu", "Beorpan mekan u can”. ITo ommacky
u3 Cpluje Hamucao je CHaXHY caTUpHYHY KoMmeawjy "Pomossymmm”, y Xojoj je
H3HEO HecHarame ca IMpaBleM Koju je OMO IONPHUMHUO CPIICKH IOKPET Y
Bojsomuay. OHa je mrammana nocie CTepHjuHe CMPTH.

KmmwxeBHy Kapujepy 3aBpIIVO je JIAPCKAM, ENCKMM U JUJAKTHYKHM,
amd ¥ NeCHMHCTHYKMM CTHXOBHMa Koje je y HoBom Camy oGjaBmo 1854. y
36mpma  "Jlaopje". OBne je meEroBa IMpHKa TNpoKeTa (QUIHO30(PCKAM
TIOCMATPaEbeM JKMBOTA U NIOjEVHIA Y KOMIUIMKOBAHOM CIUIETY OINITEJEYACKHX
ofHOCa. YONITEe, MHOTH OJf H-€TOBHX CTHXOBAa HAIMCAHUX y IIOCIEHHMM
TO/IMHAMA JKHUBOTA, IyHH Cy TOPYMHE M OJpa’kaBajy >KUBOTHH I[yT YOBEKA KOjH
Jje mperpmeo MHOre yBpene M Hempasnme. CBe no mpex cmpr, Crepmja je y
OH/IAINELMM YacoIMcuMa 00jaBJbMBA0 CaTHPUIHE M TIOYTHE WIAHKE U (EJETOHE.

Kao mmcar OposHHX M MCTOPHjCKHX APAMCKUX TeKcToBa, CTepuja je
YIJIZBHOM IIPEY3MMAao CTpaHe y30pe M IO BHMa CTBApao CPIICKA KHMKEBHA
nena. MHOro je uuTao KIIacuKe aHTHYKE U JIATHHCKE KEHIKEBHOCTH, HEMauke U
uranvjaacke mwucne, and ¥ Ilekcrmpa u Monujepa. Vrmenajyhu ce Ha BHX,
TPaXHO j€ THTIOBE jyHaKa y HAIlloj MCTOPHjH M OHNAIIEEM CPICKOM JPYIITRY.
Boneo je ucropujy, a ox mcropuuapa Hapouwro JoBana Pajuha. M3 merosux
PajioBa je 4ecTo y3UMao MaTepHjalie 3a CBoje pame U POMaHe.

MHoro cy opurvHajlHHje HeroBe KoMeauje y KojuMa je OCTBApHO HU3
AyTEHTHYHUX KIbWKEBHUX JIMKOBA H CTEKAa0 pENyTal|jy Haimer IIpBOr
komequorpada. V KoMeAWjaMa je IpeBasuina0 yoOWdajeHy = YMETHHIKY
VMMaruHanyjy ¥ y3Jurao ce Jo HUBOA PEeaICTHIKOT CIIMKamba Jby Qi CBora Jo6a.
Hcmesa Made oHpammser rpahaHCKOr —ApymTBa —  IIOKOHIHPEHOCT,
HA[pUY9IEeHOCT, TPrOBa4YKH TBPAWWIYK, a HAPOYUTO IOMOJAPCTBO OMH.
VIMUTALY]y 3aNa/[HOEBPOTICKOT HAYHHA JKUBOTA, CTHIIA ¥ OIXohema y Gorarum,
anmu HeoOpasoBaHWM BpIIAYKUAM NopoiuIaMa. JloclemaH CBOjoj HMOEjH O
moTpebn Ccprcke IIpocBeheHOCTH, YBEK je, Ma W Ca IO30pPHUINHE CIEHE,
TOMy4aBao; CBaKa, Ia ¥ Ham3IIe[ oOWvHa Ialla U3 BEeroBUX KEIKEBHIX [ela,
Ha CIICHH je 3alIpaBo uMaia QYHKIHY caTHpe.

Ilopen OenerpucTrke, NUcao je YUOCHWKE KM WidHKE W3 IIpaBa,
3eMJBOIIMCA, HEMAYKOr M JIATUHCKOT je3WKa, Ka0 W W3 CPICKe (QHIOIOrHje
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ucropuje. MHOTM OX THX pajoBa OCTalu Cy y PYKOIMCYy W Jyro mocie
Crepujuse cMpPTH OWIM MOTIYHO HENO3HATH jaBHOCTH, jep UX je Iberosa
ynoeuna Jlenka jpyGoMopHO uyBana m ckpupana. Ilocne mene cmptu, 1877,
rojuHe, IIEJOKyIHA pyKomucHa 3aoctaBmrTiHa JoBaHa Crepuje Ilomosmha
npezara je Matum Cprckoj.

Jom mnpe momacka y Cp6bujy, Crepmja ce 6aBHO OpraHM30BambEM
MO30pMINHUX IpyXuHa, a y bBeorpagy je yd4ecTBoBao y OCHOBamwy MpPBOT
nosopuiTa, HazsaHor Tearap Ha Dympyky. Omo je 1841. romuxe OTBOpEHO
yrnpaBo meroBoM tparendjoM "Cmpr Credama J[lewanmckor". Ocum ToOra,
Crepujun je u npemnor u3 1841. rogune ma ce y Kuexepuru Cpbuju ocHyje
Cpricka akajeMuja Hayka. Y 3aKOHONABHOj IPOLEAYPH OBAj HErOB MPEIJIOT je
CaZipXKUHCKA TOTIYHO MOJAPXAaH M YCBOjeH, jeMHO y3 M3MEHy Ha3HWBa OBE
HMHCTUTYIHje Y JIpyIITBO CpIIcKe CTIOBECHOCTH.

Vxpatko peueno, Joan Crepuja ITonosuh 6wo je jenan opuruHanaH,
CBECTPaH W BeOMa TAIEHTOBAH 4OBeK. ITopes Tora mro je 6H0 pOXOHAYENHUK
Halle MCTOPHjCKe Ipame, MMO30PMINHKMX KOMaJa M3 CaBPEMEHOr JKMBOTA H
komexauorpaduje, 6uo je u mpodecop NpaBa, BUCOKHM APXKABHU YHUHOBHUK,
3aKOHOIKMCAIl U APYINTBeHH Iperanan yommre. Y Cpbuju je Ciykuo 3a yrien
LEJOKYIHOj TIPBOj IeHepanyjy IIKOJIOBAaHMX YWHOBHMKA Miajge KHexeBuHe.
OG6paszoBaH, Bpe/iaH, CaBeCcTaH U y CBEMY HENaHTaH, OJCKAKao je OJf OHAIIbET,
y Kuexesunu CpOuju Beh yBpexkeHOT, CTEPEOTHIIA HEXAajHOI U NOTKYIUBUBOT
Oupokpare. Y3 KibFKEBHH OIIYC, HETOBO TPAjHO JIENIO II0 KOjeM Cy Ia IaMTuie
notome reHepauje Cpba, Owino je peopraHu3amyja IEJOKYIIHOT IIKOJICKOT
cucrema y Cpbuju, anu je ocrao ynamhieH ¥ [0 HjgjamMa o IOTpeOn OCHUBambA
nomahie akafeMuje HayKa, HAPOIHOT My3eja M HapOJHOT IO30pHIITA.
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Jovan Sterija Popovi¢ (1806-1856)

Jovan Sterija Popovi¢ was born in Vr$ac in 1806. His mother Julijana, a
daughter of a renowned painter Nikola Neskovié¢, was a respectable woman who
enjoyed the highest reputation among the citizens of Vriac. She was popularly
known as Jula Molerova (meaning “the wall-painter’s daughter”) due to the
German term “maler” (a wall-painter) which was in the Hungarian province of
Banat of that time frequently used to refer to painters. Jovan Popovié¢ got his
nickname after his father Sterija, a merchant of Greek nationality and Tzintzar
descent,! who originally came to VrSac to trade and do business but eventually
married and remained to live there with his in-laws.

Ever since his earliest childhood, Jovan was a boy of fragile body and
delicate health. He seldom took part in children’s games and mischief, spending
all his pre-school years almost literally by his mother’s side. He took after his
mother, inheriting her outstanding power of observation and perception, good
manners, orderliness and responsibility. Sterija had a younger brother Djordje,
who died in 1870. As neither brother had posterity of his own, in his last will
and testament Djordje bequeathed their family house located in the immediate
vicinity of the Orthodox Cathedral in VrSac to the Orthodox Parish of Vr3ac, as
an endowment “in support of the Serbian pupils of the Orthodox faith”.

Sterija started his education in the hometown of VrSac, where he
finished primary and lower-grammar school. His schooling was sporadically
interrupted as his father wanted to include him in the family trading business
from his early age. Jovan was, however, opposed to this idea as he did not see
his future in trade but in learning and further education. As early as in his lower-
grammar school, he became a fervent reader and booklover. Keen of learning
and reading, he read extensively whenever he could - day or night, keeping it
secret from his father. Unfortunately, his mother suddenly died at the time when
his further schooling was being decided; consequently, Jovan had to fight for
himself and stand up to his strict father who could never put up with the idea
that his son would not be his assistant and prospective heir of his trading
business.

Sterija finished Higher Grammar School in Timisoara and Pest, and
graduated from the School of Law in Kezmarok (Kismark) - a historical

!, Tzinzars were Hellenized Aromanian Vlachs who lived in the mountain range of Pindus in
the regions of Thessaly and Epirus in Greece.
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Slovakian town on the eastern slopes of the High Tatras mountain range, which
was a significant cultural and educational center at the time. After finishing his
law studies and passing the professional bar exam, Sterija went back to Vriac
where he taught Latin in a private lower-grammar school in 1830. He started his
own legal practice in 1836 but, discontent with his work in advocacy, he wanted
to move to the Principality of Serbia. In evidence, there is a letter to Vuk
Stefanovi¢ Karadzi¢ from 1832, where Sterija requested his advice on the issue
and asked Vuk to recommend him to the official authorities in the Principality
of Serbia.

On 26™ August 1840, Sterija applied for the position of a professor of
law at the newly-established Law Department at the Lyceum in Kragujevac.
The fact that the Ministry of Education of the Principality of Serbia printed the
Jjob advertisement both in the Serbian newspapers (“Novine srbske”) and some
Pest newspapers illustrates that Serbia did not have a large number of well-
educated teaching staff and heavily relied on the helping hand of the Hungarian
Serbs. On 4™ of September, only two days after his application had been filed,
Sterija was informed by the Ministry of Education that he was accepted for the
position of a professor of law at the Lyceum, and recommended to come to
Serbia by 15™ September at the latest. Thus, Jovan Sterija Popovi¢ became a
professor of the first generation of Serbian legal professionals. Their education
seems to have been extremely significant for the government authorities at the
time because there is evidence that that the nine students of law at the
Jurisprudence Department at the Lyceum took their half-year exams on 3™
February 1841 in the presence of Prince Mihailo Obrenovié¢ himself. This piece
of news from Kragujevac was printed on the first page of the official “Serbian
Newspapers” (“Novine srbske”) of 15™ February 1841.

In the dramatic political turmoil that struck Serbia in the autumn of
1842, marked by the dethronement of Prince Mihailo Obrenovi¢ and the
enthronement of Aleksandar Karadjordjevi¢, the new Temporary Government
nominated Jovan Sterija Popovi¢ Head of the Ministry of Education on 26™
October 1842. Reluctant to accept this position, he immediately wrote a letter to
the Government asking them not to appoint him, and explaining that he
preferred to keep his tenure as a law professor at the Lyceum. Despite his
wishes, the government authorities did not change their decision, and Sterija
was officially appointed Head of Education in the joint Ministry of Justice and
Education. The Minister in charge of the Ministry was Mr. Paun Jankovi¢ -
Bada (until 23™ January 1847), who was succeeded by Aleksa Jankovié (until
10™ March 1848). As neither of them was neither interested nor involved in the
field of work of the Head of Education, Sterija’s organizational and reformatory
‘competences were in full swing during his six-year term of office in the state
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administration. On 11™ March 1848, he resigned from his office with the
Ministry of Education and, after a short while, left the Principality of Serbia.

Soon after his departure from Serbia, Sterija was offered the position
the Principal of the Serbian schools in Timisoara, whereas in 1853 he was
offered the position of the Principal of the Grammar School in Novi Sad. He
refused both of these offers and spent the rest of his life in his hometown Vr3ac,
living a secluded life entirely dedicated to literature. Many of his
contemporaries cannot help noticing that after his return from Serbia had an air
of a bitterly disappointed man.

His irrevocable resignation submitted to the government authorities of
the Principality of Serbia was officially justified by his poor health; however,
the actual reasons were explained in a letter to his brother Djordje. In fact, when
the Minister Aleksa Jankovi¢ resigned from his office on 19™ March 1848, the
government appointed Stevan Stevanovié¢ - Tenka new Minister of Justice and
Education. Sterija did not want to work and cooperate with him because he
believed that Stevanovi¢ was one of those who encouraged the head-hunt
against the Hungarian Serbs, people originally born across the river Sava but
who were in official state service in the Principality of Serbia. Actually, Sterija
showed solidarity with Aleksa Jankovi¢é who believed that the government
silently supported the campaign led by the political group of Toma Vuéié-
PeriSi¢ against the so-called “Schwaben-Serbs”— the derogatory term frequently
used to refer to the Hungarian Serbs who held official state positions in the
Principality. They were accused by part of the general public that they had
allegedly taken some of the most important administrative offices in the
Principality of Serbia, and imposed their political influence and reformatory
ideas. Their presence in Serbia was generally considered detrimental to the
interests of the “homeland sons”, young Serbian intellectuals who were born
and educated in Serbia but who allegedly couldn’t get employed in the state
administration because of the alleged undue competition, dominant position and
arrogant conduct of the “Schwaben-Serbs”.

The most significant and long-lasting accomplishment of Jovan Sterija
Popovié in the position of the Head of the Ministry of Education was the reform
of the Serbian education which was, for that time, institutionally established on
a modern basis. He is the author of the first comprehensive Serbian Act on
education and teaching in schools, “The Organization of Public Schools” of 23™
September 1844. He was also the author of the entire body of orders and
guidelines aimed at the introduction and subsequent implementation of this Act.
The public education system comprised three-year primary schools in villages,
four-year primary schools in towns, four-year lower-grammar schools in Cagak,
Negotin and Sabac, and full six-year Grammar School in Belgrade (which also
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provided education for prospective teachers and military officers). For the first
time, the system also included three-year crafts and trade vocational schools,
which were the only schools that were available both on the full-time and part-
time basis. The new Act contained the curricula and syllabi for all these types of
schools, including the required number of teachers and professors. This Act also
prescribed the teaching curricula for further studies at the Lyceum, which was
still divided into two departments: Departments of Philosophy and Law.

As a prolific literary writer, Sterija had a deep impact on the Serbia
cultural history of the time. In his schooldays, he started writing poetry; his first
poems were printed in Timisoara when he was 17. His first historical novel
“The Battle of Kosovo” was published in Budim in 1828. Shortly afterwards, he
wrote his first scripts for theatre performances. Later on, he largely departed
from the sentimental-romanticist style and primarily turned to writing satires,
the most famous of which were “Liars and Archliars”, “The Miser, or Kyr-
Yanya”, “The Wicked Wife”, “All Airs and Graces”, and “Marriages and
Weddings”. Apart from writing theatre scripts, Sterija also participated in
putting together the seasonal list of plays for the theatres in Kragujevac and
Belgrade. His most famous dramatic pieces of a later date were “T) he Death of
Stefan Decanski”, “The Outlaws”, and “Belgrade - the Past and the Present”.
After leaving Serbia, he wrote a powerful satirical comedy “Compatriots”,
which was published only after his death, where he asserted his disagreement
with the pseudo-patriotism and the direction the Serbian movement in
Voivodina after 1848.

The very last works in Sterija’s literary career was pieces of lyrical,
epic and didactic poetry, highly pessimistic in expression, which were published
in Novi Sad in 1854 in the collection called “Davorye” (poems on patriotism,
loneliness and resent). In this collection of poems, his lyricism is permeated
with philosophical reflections on life and the role of the individual in the
intricate complexities of human relations and affairs. Generally, many of his
poems written in the last few years of his life were filled with bitterness,
reflecting the life of a man who had stood a great deal of impudence and
injustice. Before he died, Sterija also wrote satirical and didactic articles and
feuilletons, which were published in different magazines.

Sterija’s novels and historical dramas were essentially based on the
works of foreign authors which were used as raw-models for creating authentic
works of Serbian literature. He extensively read the classical literary works of
Ancient Greece and Rome, German and Italian authors, as well as Shakespeare
and Molieur. Drawing upon these models, Sterija was on a quest for archetypal
heroes in the Serbian history and society of the time. He loved history,
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particularly the work of the historian Jovan Raji¢, frequently using his historical
records as a source of materials for his own dramas, satirical plays and novels.

Much more original in expression were his comedies, which secured his
reputation of the first Serbian comediographer. By creating an array of authentic
literary characters, in his comedies Sterija moved beyond the conventional
artistic imagination of the time and managed to provide a highly realistic
portrayal of people of his time. He ridiculed the drawbacks and shortcomings of
the middle class society, particularly the townsfolk, mocking their pretences and
conceit, their pseudo-erudition, parsimony and traditional tradesmen
tightfistedness; he particularly mocked their mannerism and keeping up with the
latest fashion in imitation of the western European lifestyle, manners and social
communication which was most prominent in prosperous but uneducated
families in VrSac. Consistent to his idea on the necessity of bringing education
and enlightenment to the Serbs, Sterija took every single opportunity to teach,
even on the theatre stage. Thus, even a simple joke from his literary work had a
function of satire when used on the theatre stage.

Apart from fiction, Sterija also wrote textbooks and articles on law,
geography, German and Latin languages, Serbian philology and history. Many
of these works remained in manuscripts and were completely unknown to the
general public long after Sterija’s death as they were concealed and jealously
kept secret by his widowed wife Lenka. After she died in 1877, the entire
manuscript legacy of Jovan Sterija Popovi¢ was given to the Matica Srpska (the
oldest cultural and scientific institution in Voivodina).

Even before coming to Serbia, Sterija had been engaged in assembling
theatrical groups. While in Belgrade, he took part in establishing the first theater
called “Theater on Djumruk”. On the theatre opening night in 1841, the first
performance ever played at this theater was Sterija’s tragedy “The Death of
Stefan Decanski”. .In 1841, Sterija also submitted an official proposal to
establish the Serbian Academy of Science in the Principality of Serbia. His
proposal was completely upheld and conceptually ‘adopted in the legislative
procedure with just a small modification refarding the name of the institution,
which was called the Serbian Learned Society.

In brief, Jovan Sterl_]a Popovi€ was a creative, resourceful and ingenious
man of many talents. Beside the fact that he was the father of the Serbian
historical drama, comedmgraphy and theatre plays on contemporary life, Jovan
Sterija Popovié .was also ‘a professor of law, a hlgh-rank state official, a
lawmaker, and a proponent of social Well-bemg As a person of reputation, he
was a raw-model to the entire first generation of educated state officials in the

-newly-established Principality of Serbia. Being well-learned, hard-working,
conscientious and pedantlcally thorough in everything he did, Sterija managed
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to distinguish and separate himself from the deeply-rooted stereotyped image of
an indifferent and corruptible bureaucrat. In addition to his literary opus, one of
his most long-lasting achievements was the reorganization of the entire public
education system in the Principality of Serbia. Successive generations of Serbs
would also remember him by his progressive ideas to establish the National
Academy of Sciences, the National Museum and the National Theatre.
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